MARLBOROUGH
He requested William's decision upon whether he would
have the Regiments of Foot learn the Dutch exercise or else
continue the English.1 He drilled his men sedulously, saw to
their pay, food, and clothing with that meticulous house-
keeping from which his armies always profited, and repressed
abuses of all kinds. In a few months the British force, from
being the worst, was recognized as the best managed in
Waldeck's army of about thirty-five thousand men.
The Prince of Waldeck was one of William's trusted
leaders. His prolonged experience had made him a pedant
in the art of war. Indeed, it was to him, as to most of the
commanders at this time on both sides, very like a game of
chess. The gambits and defences of each were well known
to all players of a certain professional standing. As long as
no obvious mistakes were made nor any serious risks run, no
marked change in the situation was likely. Here a fortified
town might be taken, there a small area of hostile country
might be used as feeding-ground. But if the conventional
counter-measures were taken by the opponent, these small
prizes were placidly relinquished, and the armies continued
to face and manoeuvre against each other with the decorum of
performers in a minuet. For this sedate warfare Waldeck's
age of sixty-nine was no disqualification. He soon saw the
improvement in the quality of the British, and took a liking
to Marlborough.2 On July 3 he wrote to William that he
could not " sufficiently praise the English "; and on the 26th
that the English numbered six thousand foot and five hundred
horse, "the whole so well ordered that I have admired it, and
I can say that Monsieur Milord Marlbrouck and the Colonels
have shown that their application has had a good effect/' On
August 24, having crossed the Sambre, he stood before the
small ancient town of Walcourt, which rises on its hillock
from an undulating and wooded landscape. Here he was
well satisfied to live upon the enemy's country, sending his
foraging parties out to gather supplies.
1 Add. MSS., 21506, ff. 96, 98.
1 See summaries of his letters to William in C.S.P. (Dom)9 1689-90. William
to Marlborough, July 6/16, 1689: " J'ay bien de joye d'aprendre que vous vous
accordez si bien avec le Prince de Waldec." (Blenheim MSS.)
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